so8                      PADEREWSKI
but devoid of any sense of reality in regard to her adored
brother. She had married as a young girl, but the marriage
had not been a success, and after the war she had come to
live with her brother and run his house for him. There
was a lady secretary who had become a confidential
friend of the family ; her old mother also moved into the
house. And there were one or two other women in some
way connected with Paderewski or his wife. The rooms
and the world in which Paderewski lived were for them
sanctuaries that could be opened to a stranger only if he
approached them in a spirit of perfect worship.
Paderewski himself could hardly have been conscious of
all this. He took his domestic circle for granted without
bothering too much about the details, though their oddity
might strike a stranger. Yet occasionally even Paderewski
must have had a feeling of discomfort. At times it looked
as though he were trying to escape from the grip of life at
home, suddenly finding excuses that, if only for an hour or
two, would enable him to absent himself.
For  example,  his  Spanish lessons.   Paderewski had a
genuine interest in Spanish.   When he lived during the
war in the United States, he had started taking Spanish
lessons.   He liked the peculiar style of the language, and
the intonation and music of spoken Spanish appealed to
him.     He  owned   a  property  in   South  America.     On
his Galifornian ranch he had often come across Spanish
traditions and customs.    Certain Spanish words had roused
his interest as much as did the origins of certain Spanish
proverbs and superstitions ;   he wanted to know where
they came from.   He was eager to read the Spanish classics
in their own language.    He was horrified when he was told
that a man like Henri Bergson was incapable of reading the
German philosophers in their own language.   He, Pader-
ewski,, always sought for first-hand information and original
versions.   There   were   enough   obvious   reasons   for  his
decision to take Spanish lessons.
He started taking them seriously in 1924.   As he did